Women’s Studies 110

Perspectives on Women’s Studies

Spring 2009

Instructor: Steven Hammer
Office: Minard 210
Office Hours: Monday: 12n-4pm & by Appointment

E-mail: steven.hammer@ndsu.edu
Phone: 701.231.8209

Instructor: Kristina Wenzel
Office: Minard 210
Office Hours: Tuesday: 11-12:30; Wednesday: 10-12; Thurs 11-12; by appt.

E-mail: kristina.wenzel@ndsu.edu
Phone: 701.231.8209

Co-Instructors: In the case of questions, concerns, or emergencies, feel free to contact one or both instructors. Email is usually the most effective method of communication. 
Required Text: You are required to read a great deal in this class so that you get to know the field of Women’s Studies as best as possible. Please purchase the following book:
Shaw, S.M. & Lee, J. (2007). Women’s voice, feminist visions: Classic and contemporary readings (3rd ed.). Boston, MA.

Course Description: Exploration of a range of social/domestic and global issues related to women; development of a feminist framework for thinking and writing about woman and gender.
Course Objectives: 
· To introduce Women’s Studies as a field of study

· To increase your knowledge of the lives, contributions and roles of women

· To explore and experience thoughtfully and critically responding to ideas, issues and attitudes the course introduces

· To develop an analytical ability to evaluate and critique a variety of gender-based issues and women’s experiences from multicultural, global and interdisciplinary perspectives

· To explore how gender meanings change over time and across different cultural and historical contexts as well as how gender meanings are shaped by the intersections of race, class, sexuality and other identity characteristics

· To gain knowledge and experience intelligibly challenging preconceptions and stereotypes of feminism and gender issues

· To critically analyze and reflect on issues, concepts and attitudes relating to women’s studies

· To grow as a person

Classroom Format and Climate: This class is highly interactive and discussion based. The idea of this class is that you learn best by discussing and analyzing class readings and personal experiences surrounding women’s studies. Please plan on participating by bringing your thoughts and experiences to class. This course is intended to help you grow in the knowledge of women’s studies, however, students are not asked to disclose any private or sensitive personal information. Because this class requires us to talk about aspects of our lives and those around us, a high level of respect for yourself and others is required. The use of discriminatory words and terms will not be allowed within this classroom. As students you are expected to have an open mind in this class and to expand your prospective of the world around you. Remember to keep your sense of humor as there may be cases of disagreement and sensitive topics. Listen respectfully to one another and reserve judgment. Anyone who is unwilling to follow this pattern will be asked to leave the classroom. 
This course deals with subjects that many people find sensitive and highly charged.  Some of the readings contain strong language and graphic descriptions of violence and sexual situations and many of the authors take political stances with which you might personally disagree.  Please keep an open mind both to the readings and to the views of your classmates with whom you might have differences.  Also, please remember that in a university classroom, you must be able to differentiate between emotions and personal opinions on the one hand, and reasoned analysis of the course material on the other.

Student Expectations: 

· No late assignments will be accepted: We do not accept late work or allow students to make up assignments, quizzes, exams, class exercises or papers. If you miss any assignment (which includes exams and quizzes) you will receive a zero for that assignment. If you know you will be gone when an assignment is due then you are required to complete that assignment BEFORE you leave. If you are ill we will need to see a doctor’s note to excuse you from a missed assignment.  

· Blackboard and your NDSU e-mail address will be used throughout the semester: Important announcements and course materials will be posted on the Blackboard website. Students should plan on checking their Blackboard site the day before each class session takes place. If you are having problems with your e-mail or Blackboard please contact ITS at 1 -8685.

· Turn off your cell phone before class. 
· Students are expected to attend class and to participate: A portion of your grade will be based upon your attendance and participation in the classroom. Participation will be based not only on frequency but upon the quality of what your responses are to certain aspects of the classroom.

· Neat and On Time Written Assignments: All written assignments must be typed in Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1 inch margins and in 12-point font. Papers will be graded on content and style.  It is expected that the work you turn in will be polished and neat.  Unless we tell you to do so, please do not send your assignments as attachments.
Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism:  Work submitted for this course must adhere to the Code of Academic Responsibility and Conduct as cited in the Handbook of Student Policies:  “The academic community is operated on the basis of honesty, integrity, and fair play.  Occasionally, this trust is violated when cheating occurs, either inadvertently or deliberately.  This code will serve as the guideline for cases where cheating, plagiarism, or other academic improprieties have occurred . . . .  Faculty members may fail the student for the particular assignment, test, or course involved, or they may recommend that the student drop the course in question, or these penalties may be varied with the gravity of the offense and the circumstances of the particular case” (p. 65).

Academic Honesty Defined:  All written work and oral presentations must, “respect the intellectual rights of others.  Statements lifted verbatim from the publications must be cited as quotations.  Ideas, summaries or paraphrased material, and other information taken from the literature must be properly referenced” (taken from Guidelines for the Preparation of Disquisitions,  The Graduate School:  NDSU, p. 4).

Special Needs/Disabilities: Please speak with us privately if you are in need of special accommodations with regard to any kind of special need or disability. You are encouraged to come and speak with me as soon as possible so we can make appropriate arrangements.

Our Grading Philosophy:

C student: Needs to meet the minimum criteria of the course.
B student: Meets the minimum criteria of the course as well as grasps the concepts provided in the material and shows an excellence in class preparation.
A student: Meets the expectations of the C and B student as well as moves beyond the course material and demonstrates critical thought and contributes new ideas.

Grading Scale:

100% - 90% = A 

89% - 80%   = B 

79% - 70%   = C 

69% - 60%   = D 

59% or less   = F 

Course Assignments:

1. Activism Group Project (100 points): Design, conduct, write a completion report and give an oral report in class on consciousness raising group project involving activism in the form of SERVICE or ACTION.  75 points will be designated for the written report and 25 points will be awarded for the oral report. More details and specifics of the project will be discussed the second week of class with an additional handout.
2. Reflective Papers (50 points total): During the course, we will require two written papers. Each paper will be 3-5 pages and will be worth 25 points. We expect you to incorporate the assigned readings and back up your ideas with thoughtful consideration. More details about the papers will be discussed later in the semester. 
3. In-Class Writings and Participation (50 points total): The philosophy of this class is that you will learn best by listening to the contributions of other class members and reflecting on your own position on a variety of issues.  For this reason, consistent and regular attendance is expected.  Participation in exercises and discussion groups also is highly recommended.  We assume you all will engage in dialogue and discussion; therefore, your written class reactions will be key to your participation grade in this class.  Written reactions that are insightful, and that demonstrate you’ve read and thought about material will be rewarded; reactions that are short on detail, that don’t show you’ve read the material, and that don’t go beyond the surface will not be rewarded.  Just because you show up doesn’t mean you’ll get the maximum points.  If you’re not in class, you will not be allowed to make up in-class reactions.

4. Exams (250 points total): There will be three exams given throughout the semester. Two will be chapter exams and the last will be a final. The first exam covers chapters 1 – 4, 13 and will be worth 75 pts. The second exam covers chapters 5 – 8 and will be worth 75 points. The final exam will be worth 100 points and will cover the remainder of the book and will also touch back on previous chapters.
5. Out of Class Reflection Paper (15 points total): You are required to attend one of the below events and compose a 2 page reflection paper. If you choose Women’s Week, you must attend two scheduled events.

WOMEN IN ACTION – January 23rd, 3-8pm: This year Women in Action is presenting "The Marriage Mystique". We will challenge traditional viewpoints on marriage by critiquing the role marriage plays in today's society and discover marriage from other cultural perspectives. Some topics we plan on discussing are young marriage, gay and lesbian marriage, laws of marriage, cultural aspects of marriage and paths besides marriage that people can take. We hope to educate and engage in insightful discussion in hopes to empower you to challenge your own thoughts on marriage and the role it will play in your life. The conference is free for students and is hosted by Concordia College. Registration will be available on the NDSU Women’s Studies webpage.


WOMENS WEEK – March 2nd-6th: More information to come…
*Slight variations in points may occur in the syllabus. Students will be given proper notice of any changes.
EXTRA CREDIT (10 possible points): You may receive 5 extra credit points for attending each of the following events and writing a one-page reflection of the event as it relates and connects with course material. Option one: you may attend NDSU’s production of The Vagina Monologues (see information below). Option two: you may attend either Women’s Week events or the Women In Action conference—whichever you are NOT using for your out of class reflection paper.



THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES –March 27th at 7:30pm in Askanase Theatre 
March 28th at 7:30pm in Askanase Theatre March 29th at 2pm in Askanase 
Theatre.
TENTATIVE (subject to change) CLASS SCHEDULE:

	DATE
	TOPIC 
	READINGS

	Jan 13
	Introduction to the course
	

	Jan 15
	Perspectives and Practices


	Ch 1, 1-24

	Jan 20
	Perspectives and Practices


	Readings: 1, 2, 4, 7, and 8

	Jan 22
	Privilege and Inequality
	Ch 2, 60-75

Readings 9, 10, 11, 13

	Event: Jan 23, 3-8pm: Women In Action Conference

	Jan 27
	Activism, Change, and Feminist Futures
	Ch 13, 707 – 721

Readings 100, 102

	Jan 29
	Learning Gender
	Ch 3, 124-138

	Feb 3
	Learning Gender
	Readings 20, 24, & “X”

	Feb 5
	Sex, Power and Intimacy
	Ch 4, 170-185

	Feb 10
	Sex, Power and Intimacy
	Readings 26, 28, & 33

	Feb 12
	Review
	

	Feb 17
	EXAM #1
	Ch 1-4 & 13

	Feb 19
	Inscribing Gender
	Ch 5, 229-247

	Feb 24
	Inscribing Gender
	Readings 36, 38, 43

	Feb 26
	Health and Repro Rights
	Ch 6, 296 - 325

	Event: Mar 2-6th: Women’s Week

	Mar 3
	Health and Repro Rights
	Readings 44, 45, 49, 50

	Mar 5
	Family Systems, Family Lives
	Ch 7, 378- 395

Readings 54, 56

	Mar 10
	Women’s Work
	Ch 8, 426- 447

	Mar 12
	Women’s Work
	Readings 59, 63, 65

	Mar 17 & 19
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Mar 24
	Review
	

	Mar 26
	EXAM #2
	Ch 5-8

	Mar 31
	Confronting Culture
	Ch 9, 498 – 514, Readings 70, 71

	Apr 2
	Confronting Culture
	

	Apr 7
	Resisting Violence
	Ch 10, 555- 577

Readings 80, 82, 83

	Apr 9
	State, Law and Policy
	Ch 11, 611-632

	Apr 14
	State, Law and Policy
	Readings 85, 86, 87

	Apr 16
	Religion and Spirituality
	Ch 12, 669- 682

	Apr 21
	Religion and Spirituality
	Readings 93, 94, 98, 99

	Apr 23 
	ACTIVISM PRESENTATIONS; WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT DUE AT TIME OF PRESENTATION
	

	Apr 28
	
	

	Apr 30
	
	

	May 5
	
	

	May 7
	
	

	Final Exam: Thursday, May 14th @ 10:30AM 
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