engl 358


steven hammer

morrill hall 205 C

steven.hammer@my.ndsu.edu
office hours: 2pm-4pm Monday

skype: patchbaydoor 

English 358: Writing in the Humanities and Social Sciences

required course materials

Lem, Stanislaw. Solaris. New York: Walker, 1970. (any edition will suffice)

course outcomes
Students will meet the following outcomes through analyzing professional documents and producing researched communication in a variety of modes and genres:

· Gen Ed Outcome 1: Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and genres, using a variety of communication skills.

· Gen Ed Outcome 6: Integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent and meaningful manner.
· Manage sophisticated writing and research projects, planning, documenting, completing, and assessing work on time and within the constraints of the project.

· Develop professionalism exhibited in such qualities as self-direction, cooperation, civility, reliability, and care in editing and presenting the final product.
attendance

Attendance is vital to your success in this course. If you must miss class, you must make arrangements prior to the absence. Emergencies, however, do arise. You may miss two days without penalty. This should be more than sufficient to cover personal, sickness, and activities. This policy meets the guidelines of English department’s attendance policy, which also adds that students cannot pass courses in which they have missed more than 25% of the class meetings. Absences for official university business must be cleared in advance with appropriate documentation, but are excused.

this classroom as a participatory and inclusive space
It is very important to me that everyone feels safe and included in our classroom. For this reason, I ask that you all be mindful of what you say and do, that it is considerate of your colleagues’ identities and experiences. 

In a similar vein, I’ve constructed this course to be highly participatory and peer-centered. Be present. This means a few things to me: responsible use of phones, tablets, laptops, iPods, as well as your willingness to work in groups and “play well with others.” You are all entering fields that involve these interpersonal skills and expectations; I hope to use this classroom as an environment in which to model these environments. Part of your grade will result from this.

special needs

If you have any disabilities or special needs, or need special accommodations in this course, please share with me your concerns or requests, with appropriate documentation, as soon as possible.

academic honesty

I assume all the work you turn in will be your own.  This doesn't mean that I do not encourage you to collaborate with others in this class, or get input or feedback from other class members or to incorporate outside sources.  But the work you turn in must be yours and must acknowledge the words and ideas of others in a manner consistent with NDSU University Senate policy, Section 335: Code of Academic Responsibility and Conduct. For more details see: http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/policy/335.htm.  Turning in someone else’s work, uncredited, will result in failing a project; if you have questions about how to document your work for a professional audience, attend class.  We’ll talk about it.

late work
Your professions will require attention to deadlines; late work in your job may result in loss of employment. Please bring that sense of accountability to this course. If you are unable to meet a deadline, contact me prior to that deadline if you would like to receive partial credit. 

grading

A = 90%-100% = truly excellent work—exceeding expectations in all areas

B = 80%-89% = very strong work that exceeds expectations in several areas

C = 70%-79% = work that adequately completes the assignment

D = 60%-69% = work that does not adequately meet the assignment in one or more areas 

F = below 60% = you did not turn in work, or the work was seriously lacking in several areas

grading criteria
Assignments will be graded according to these criteria:

· Professional presentation in terms of grammar, spelling, and punctuation

· Attention to genre conventions and assignment parameters 

· Effective use of sources, citations, and disciplinary sources

· Presence of thoughtful and developed arguments

· Overall clarity and presentation, including document design, visual elements, use of headings.

point distribution

Participation/attendance: 10%

Unit One: 30%

Unit Two: 20%

Unit Three: 40%

technology considerations

This course utilizes various electronic and web-based technologies. If you have limited access to such technology, please speak with me as soon as possible so I can make arrangements for you.
· Instead of a traditional textbook, we will use web-based resources. Therefore, I strongly recommend bringing laptops and other technologies to class if you have them.

· You will submit all major assignments electronically to my email address as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf attachment. Hard copies will only be required for peer reviewing.

· We will use Googledocs for several activities/projects. You will therefore need to set up a Google account (it’s free and relatively painless, and we’ll go over this the second day of class).
· We will use Blackboard for document storage/display, general info and announcements, etc.

assignments, units, tentative schedules.

This schedule is tentative. It will change throughout the semester, particularly as we negotiate with our European partners. You are responsible for changes announced in class. Finding a colleague and exchanging contact information is a good idea, especially if you know you’ll miss class.
This course is organized into three units, each building toward a portfolio containing 2-3 documents/assignments. Each portfolio will include final drafts of unit assignments and an introductory memo that:

· describes each document in the portfolio, and

· includes your own personal and professional reflections as a writer/learner/designer over the course of that unit.

Additionally, if you want an opportunity for 10 bonus points, you may compile an audio companion to accompany the first two portfolios. You may compile a set of prerecorded/prereleased songs, you may compose your own, use spoken word, found sound, manipulated noise, Dj mixes, and the list goes on and on. If you want credit for these companions, you must discuss your choices in the introductory memo.

Other assignments:


International Partnerships: We will be collaborating with students studying translation from Belgium, France, Denmark, and/or Italy. You will 1) prepare your literary criticism for translation and send it to your partner(s), and 2) receive a translated text dealing with your area of study and edit it for the translator. Your grade will result from your engagement and communication with your partners as well as the quality of your editing and document preparation.

Peer Reviews: Throughout the semester, you will help each other by reading and thoughtfully responding to drafts. To receive points, you must write your classmate an email memo (that you will also email to me) that evaluates their work based on assignment requirements. 
Unit One


Journal Entries: While you read Solaris, you will keep a reading journal. The purpose of the journal is to help you read carefully/closely, recognize themes/ideas conducive to theory we discuss in class, and record your ideas so writing your literary criticism takes less time and energy, at least in locating quotes from the text. These notes do not need to obey rules of Standard English; write them however you like, just make sure you can transmit them to me electronically.

Literary Criticism: Your first major assignment is a 5-8 page (double-spaced) literary criticism of Stanislaw Lem’s Solaris. You will apply a theoretical lens to the text, make arguments supported by both the text and scholarly sources, and write an essay that shows attention to audience and genre.

Unit Two

Preparing Documents for Translation: You will prepare an existing text for translation into Dutch, French, and Italian according to guidelines provided in class. You will send this prepared document to your assigned partner in each nation, communicate decisions, and negotiate to produce a final, translated text.


Editing Translated Texts: You will receive texts from partners in Belgium, France, and Italy that have been translated into English. You will assist your partners by editing texts for idiomatic American English, communicate/articulate those changes, and negotiate to produce a final version of the translated text.
Unit Three


Prospectus: Your unit two project will likely contain four sections (Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion). The prospectus is simply the first two sections, written prior to data collection. Your prospectus will contain background/contextual information, a literature review, research question(s), and a detailed methods section.

Primary Research Report: This assignment will require you to perform primary research on a topic of interest to your field of study that involves qualitative and quantitative research methods. You will design, research, and carry out a study of your own and write a research report that documents this project. Generally, students format these reports as IMRADs, but this is not required. Follow the guidelines of your discipline. Your report should span 10-12 pages, double-spaced.
Unit One: Writing about Literature


Introductory Memo


Journal Entries

Peer Review

Literary Criticism Essay

Preparation of Literary Criticism Essay for Translation (due during unit two)

Audio Companion (optional)

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week one

Aug 23/25
	Introduction, syllabus. 
	Unit 3 topics. Have these ready on Sept 1.

Writing/journaling, technology, thinking about reading a text. Short story exercise.

	Week two

Aug 30/Sept 1
	Unit 1 discussion, introduction, novel discussion
Read through chapter 3
	Lenses of criticism, a broad introduction
Read through chapter 5

	Week three

Sept 6/8
	Feminism

Read through chapter 8
	Marxism
Read through chapter 10

	Week four

Sept 13/15
	Psychoanalysis
Read through chapter 13
	Discuss novel, your chosen lens(es)

Read through end of book

	Week five

Sept 20/22
	Writing literary criticisms: workday. Thinking about sonic companions.
	Workshop, Peer Review exchange

Peer Review Due before midnight

	Week six

Sept 27/29
	Peer Review, Revision, Workshop
	Workshop, finish unit one portfolio, introduce unit 2

Literary Criticism/reading journal/sonic companion due before midnight.


Unit Two: Trans-Atlantic Project

Introductory Memo

-Introduce documents


-Reflect on the unit, yourself as a learner, etc.

-Specifically outline your international partnerships: communication,

challenges, what do learned, etc.

Prepared Text for Translation (final draft)

Edited Translation (final draft)

Audio Companion (optional)

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week seven

Oct 4/6


	Intro to T-A Project

Visit from Dr. Bruce Maylath
	Preparing texts for translation

	Week eight

Oct 11/13*
	Prepare, workshop
	Prepare, workshop

*Self-directed day, Hammer presenting at conference.

	Week nine

Oct 18/20
	Editing translated documents


	Editing, workshop

	Week ten

Oct 25/27
	Editing, workshop
	Finishing touches on T-A Project.

Unit 2 Portfolio due before midnight.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Unit Three: Primary Research

​​​​​​

Introductory Memo

Article Review

Prospectus

Peer Review

IMRaD Research Report

Translation Editing Project (due during unit three)

Audio Companion (optional)

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	
	
	

	Week eleven

Nov 1/3 


	Understanding your discipline: Article analysis (from your field)


	Have your sources (5 minimum) ready for class today. 

Literature reviews, research tools



	Week twelve

Nov 8/10 


	Methods


	Instruments, preparing for data collection.

Unit 2  portfolio due.

	Week thirteen 

Nov 15/17


	Prospectus peer reviews (have it done for today)
	Prep your prospectus for translation, send before midnight.

	Week fourteen

Nov 22/24
	Analyzing data, drafting results section.
	NO CLASS. Turkey day…



	Week fifteen

Nov 29*/ Dec 1
	Collect data

*self-directed day (Hammer guest lecturing elsewhere today)


	Writing results, conclusions 

Prospectus Peer Review Due before midnight

	Week sixteen

Dec 6/8


	Writing Results, Conclusions, continued.
	Informal peer reviews, revisions, polishing.




	Finals Week

Dec 12-16
	MONDAY of finals week: prospectus/research report/sonic companion due before midnight

	


See NDSU schedule for our final exam time. We will meet in our regular space.
